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Quarterly Year-over-Year Growth Slows Substantially for IC Market 
Analysis shows decline from 23% year-over-year growth in 1Q18 to 6% forecast for 4Q18. 
 

IC Insights’ November Update to The 2018 McClean Report will 

present an in-depth analysis and detailed five-year forecast for 

the IC Industry, which is expected to enter a period of cyclical 

“cooling” after an extended period of very strong growth. 

Figure 1 illustrates the worldwide quarterly year-over-year IC 

market increases from 1Q through 3Q and IC Insights’ forecast 

for 4Q of this year.  As shown, the first half of 2018 started out 

with strong quarterly year-over-year growth for the IC market.  

However, year-over-year IC market growth dropped to 14% in 3Q.  Moreover, with the softening of the 

memory market, IC Insights projects that year-over-year IC market growth in 4Q will be only 6%. 
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Third quarter sequential growth confirms the slowing year-over-year trend. In 2017, 3Q/2Q IC market 

growth was 11%.  This year, 3Q/2Q growth slowed to a 6% increase (the same rate as the long term 

average).  As mentioned, the softening memory market has started to become a “headwind” on total IC 

market growth.  It is interesting that in 2017, the 3Q/2Q memory market growth rate was a very strong 

18%.  In contrast, the 3Q/2Q memory market increase in 2018 was 8%, less than half of last year’s rate. 

Report Details:  The 2018 McClean Report 
Additional details and trends within the IC industry are provided in The McClean Report—A Complete 
Analysis and Forecast of the Integrated Circuit Industry (released in January 2018).  A subscription to The 
McClean Report includes free monthly updates from March through November (including a 200+ page 

Mid-Year Update), and free access to subscriber-only webinars throughout the year.  An individual-user 

license to the 2018 edition of The McClean Report is priced at $4,290 and includes an Internet access 

password.  A multi-user worldwide corporate license is available for $7,290. 

To review additional information about IC Insights’ new and existing market research products and 

services please visit our website: www.icinsights.com 

 

 

About IC Insights 
IC Insights, Inc., based in Scottsdale, Arizona USA, is dedicated to providing high-quality, cost-effective market research 
for the semiconductor industry.  Founded in 1997, IC Insights offers coverage of global economic trends, the 
semiconductor market forecast, capital spending and fab capacity trends, product market details, and technology trends, 
as well as complete IC company profiles and evaluations of end-use applications driving demand for ICs. 
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