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Total IC Unit Shipments Forecast to Climb 9% This Year 
Unit growth returns to the long-term growth rate after an enormous 22% surge in 2021. 

IC Insights’ May 2Q Update to The McClean Report 2022 will be released next month.  In the 2Q Update, 
IC Insights forecasts worldwide IC unit shipments will increase 

9.2% this year to 427.7 billion units and resume tracking with 

the long-term IC unit compound annual growth rate (CAGR) of 

9.4%.  The 9.2% gain anticipated this year follows the large, 

22% increase experienced during the economic recovery of 

2021—the largest increase in IC unit growth since the boom 

year of 2010. 

Figure 1 shows IC unit shipments in 2022 are forecast to reach 

a record-high level of 427.7 billion, almost 5x more units than were shipped in the year 2000 and nearly 

44x more than were shipped in 1980. 

	
  

Figure	
  1	
  

The figure shows there was a falloff in shipments in 2019, which was only the fifth time in the history of 

the IC market that there was a year-over-year decline in IC unit volume. The previous four years with a 
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drop in units were 1985, 2001, 2009, and 2012.  Never have there been two consecutive years with a 
decline in IC unit shipments. 

Of the 33 major IC product categories defined by the World Semiconductor Trade Statistics (WSTS) 

organization, 30 are forecast to show positive unit growth in 2022 and three (SRAM, DSP, and Gate Array) 

are forecast to have unit shipment declines.  Twelve product segments are forecast to match or grow 

more than the expected 9.2% growth rate for total IC units this year. 

From 2021-2026, IC Insights forecasts the IC unit CAGR will be 7%.  Ignoring the 5-year CAGR 

timeperiods with abnormally high or low endpoints, IC Insights believes that the long-term CAGR for IC 

unit growth will be 7%-8%, moderately lower than the historical 42-year rate of 9.4%. 

Report Details:  The 2022 McClean Report 
The McClean Report—A Complete Analysis and Forecast of the Semiconductor Industry, is now available.  

A subscription to The McClean Report service includes the January Semiconductor Industry Flash Report, 
which provides clients with IC Insights’ initial overview and forecast of the semiconductor industry for this 

year through 2026. In addition, the first of four Quarterly Updates to the report was released in February, 

with additional Quarterly Updates to be released in May, August, and November of this year.  An 

individual user license to the 2022 edition of The McClean Report is available for $5,390 and a multi-user 

worldwide corporate license is available for $8,590.  The Internet access password and the information 

accessible to download will be available through November 2022. 

https://www.icinsights.com/services/mcclean-report/pricing-order-forms/ 

To review additional information about IC Insights’ new and existing market research products and 

services please visit our website: www.icinsights.com 

 

 

About IC Insights 
IC Insights, Inc., based in Scottsdale, Arizona USA, is dedicated to providing high-quality, cost-effective market research for 
the semiconductor industry.  Founded in 1997, IC Insights offers coverage of global economic trends, the semiconductor 
market forecast, capital spending and fab capacity trends, product market details, and technology trends, as well as 
complete IC company profiles and evaluations of end-use applications driving demand for ICs. 
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